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Canned Foods Exonerated 


Facts developed by the Association through its system of 
investigating consumer complaints were a large factor in the 
successful defense last week of a suit brought against a chain 
store in New York City by a woman who alleged she had been 
made ill by canned fruit. As the product involved was packed 
by one of its members, the Association was requested to de- 
fend the suit. 

In her claim as to the cause of her illness, the woman was 
supported not only by members of her family, but also by her 
attending physician. However, during the trial, it was brought 
out, first, that the member of the family who ate most of the 
fruit was not made ill; second, that the can and contents were 
in good condition; third, that the physician was clearly pre- 
judiced against canned foods and attributed the illness to the 
canned fruit without any investigation whatsoever. It was also 
brought out that chicken and fish, prepared on the previous day, 
had been served at the meal with the canned fruit; and experts 
testified that such foods are much more apt to become infected 
and cause the illness described. 

The prompt investigation of this claim probably saved the 
defendant or the canner several thousand dollars, as four other 
members of the family reported that they were also made ill and 
they would undoubtedly have brought suit if the claimant in this 
case had secured a favorable verdict. 

The experience gained in the trial of this case will be very 
valuable to the Association, and the result will help to discour- 
age unfounded claims of a similar kind in that locality. 
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Stocks of Corn, Peas and Tomatoes 


Statistics on stocks of canned corn, peas and tomatoes in 
the hands of canners who last year reported 45 per cent of the 
corn acreage, 33 per cent of the pea acreage, and 30 per cent of 
the tomato acreage have been issued by the Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The 
stocks as reported by these canners were: Corn, 4,004,785 cases; 
peas, 2,215,148 cases; tomatoes, 1,405,309 cases. The following 
table gives the statistics as tabulated by the Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics: 


North North South Far United 
Atlantic Central Atlantic Western States 
Stocks on hand April 1, 1927....cases 704,788 2,996,495 303,502 4,004,786 
Number of firms reporting— 
Stocks on hand 75 
No stocks ll 
1926 acreage for firms reporting— 
91,259 
8 8,975 
Total acreage in 1926 49,580 225,460 
Percentage of total 1926 acreage rep- 
resented by firms reporting— 
Stocks on hand per cent 22 


40 
No stocks per cent 18 


North North South Far United 
Atlantic Central Atlantic Western States 
Stocks on hand April 1, 1927....cases 752,862 1,319,631 47,279 95,376 2,216,148 
Number of firms reporting— 
Stocks on hand number : 10 6 
No stocks number 2 2 
1926 acreage for firms reporting 
Mtocks on hand 1,597 3,774 
No stocks 7 818 1,560 
Total acreage in 11,020 20,400 
Percentage of total 1926 acreage rep- 
sented by firms reporting— 
Stocks on hand 4 18 30 
No stocks per cent 7 8 3 


TOMATOES 


North North South South Far United 

Atlantic Central Atlantic Central Western States 

Stocks on hand April 1, 1927, cases 147,422 308,002 401,286 230,116 318,484 1,405,309 

Number of firms reporting— 

Stocks on hand number 50 79 a4 203 

No stocks 40 37 6 117 
1926 acreage for firms reporting — 

Stocks on hand +” 16,831 7,974 38,416 


No stocks 12,841 3,727 38,484 


Total acreage in 1926 . 45,560 94,300 565,980 37,630 260,650 
Percentage of total 1926 acreage 


represented by firms report- 


ing— 
Btocks on hand per cent 10 18 16 
N tocks per cent 39 4 16 


Pennsylvania Dating Bill Dropped 


The McCann Bill (No. 1590) introduced in the Pennsyl- 
vania State Legislature during the session which has just closed, 
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was dropped from the calendar a few days prior to the adjourn- 
ment of the legislature and thus finally disposed of. 

This bill would have required that canned foods be marked 
to show the date on which the cans were sealed and that cases 
or cartons containing canned foods be marked to show the date 
on which they were received by distributors. 


Minnesota’s Requirements on Sardine Labels 


The label “Packed in Salad Oil” without a statement of the 
name of the oi] is in violation of the laws and regulations of the 
State of Minnesota, and sardines so labeled are subject to seiz- 
ure, according to a letter recently received by the Association 
from the Minnesota Dairy and Food Department. 

In May, 1926, the Federal authorities ruled that the label 
“Packed in Vegetable Salad Oil” or “Packed in Salad Oil,” with- 
out specifying the variety of oil, might be used on canned sar- 
dines packed in an edible vegetable oil. The Minnesota authori- 
ties, however, require that the kind of oil used be stated. The 
letter from the Minnesota Dairy and Food Department also 
states: 

“Several shipments of sardines branded ‘Packed in Salad 
Oil’ actually did reach this State, and realizing that the Federal 
Department was in a measure responsible, this department 
granted tolerance in permitting the cleaning up of the stocks 
in the hands of the retailers, with the understanding that no 
further shipments could be made into the state of goods so 
branded.” 


Argentine Foodstuffs Regulations Summarized 


A survey of the Argentine regulations governing the prep- 
aration, packing, and labeling of imported foodstuffs has just 
been issued by the Division of Foreign Tariffs of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Copies may be obtained by 
application to the Bureau, in Washington. 


Bulletin on Squash Insects 
Control of squash insects is the subject of Bulletin 52 is- 
sued by the Virginia Truck Experiment Station at Norfolk, in 
which information is given as to the prevalence and life history 
of various insects, and a program for control is suggested. 


Freight Loss and Damage Claims Decline 


Claims -paid by railroads in the United States and Canada 
in 1926 for loss and damage to freight shipments were the low- 
est ever reported in proportion to the amount of freight carried, 
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according to an announcement of the American Railway Asso- 
ciation. These claims amounted in 1926 to $38,187,315, or a 
decrease of $584,782 compared to 1925. 

Claims in all classes of freight did not decline, nine show- 
ing decreases while in eleven there were gains. Claims paid on 
groceries were $610,711 in 1926 against $606,051 in 1925, an 
increase of $4,666. 


General Supply Committee Seeks Proposals 


The General Supply Committee, Building F, 7th and B 
Streets, Washington, has issued a schedule for bids on groceries 
and provisions for use by the executive departments and other 
government establishments in Washington for the period from 
July 1 to October 31. Copies of the Schedule, which includes a 
number of canned foods, may be obtained by addressing the Sup- 
ply Committee. 

Freight Loadings 


For the week ended April 2 loadings of revenue freight fell 
to 992,745 cars, after three weeks of million-car-loadings. How- 


ever, the total for the week ended April 2 was an increase of 
64,442 cars over the corresponding week last year. 


Italy’s Production and Exports of Canned Tomatoes 


According to the Rome office of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, the “Bollettino di Informazioni Commer- 
ciali” of March 12 contained an interesting review of the Italian 
canned tomato industry. Production figures compiled by the 
Canned Goods Institute show that pre-war production amounted 
to between 55,000 and 66,000 short tons, of which the bulk was 
tomato paste. Since the war the situation has materially 
changed with regard to methods in the Italian industry. Dur- 
ing the past few years the demand for peeled “plum” tomatoes 
has steadily grown, while the demand for tomato paste has les- 
sened. This may be attributed to a number of causes, chief 
among which may be mentioned the facility with which paste 
may be adulterated or cut with a low-grade product. 

Italy's export trade in tomato products is steadily expand- 
ing. Shipments during 1926 were double pre-war sales and 
represent an increase of 56 per cent over 1924 and of 4 per cent 
over 1925.*The 1925 exports of canned tomatoes and tomato 
Paste were as follows: . To Belgium, 3,419 tons; Rrance, 6,920 
tons; Great Britain, 29,548 tons; United States, 52, ase tons; 
other countries, 18,228 tons; total 110,954 tons. —- 
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Of the total exports of tomato products, 64,018 tons were 
peeled tomatoes. Sales abroad represent 86 per cent of the total 
production during 1924 and 1925, and 81 per cent of the 1926 
production. The United States is Italy's chief customer for to- 
mato products and absorbs about one-half of the entire export 
trade. 
At a hearing before the Tariff Commission on April 14, 
Florida growers urged that the Commission immediately make 
an investigation as required under the flexible provisions of the 
Tariff Act looking toward an increase in the duty on foreign to- 
matoes and peppers. 

According to the U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, imports of canned tomatoes from Italy during Feb- 
ruary amounted to 5,489,492 pounds valued at $314,836, and of 
tomato paste 926,796 pounds valued at $97,364. For the first 
two months of the present year, imports of Italian canned to- 
matoes were 1,646,594 pounds less than during the same period 
last year, and Italian paste imports were 526,265 pounds less. 


Fresh Tomato Marketings 


The market movement of fresh tomatoes, particularly during 
the winter months, is a matter of interest to canners with whose 
products they come in competition. According to statistics com- 
piled by the Bureau of Markets of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, 2,705 carloads of tomatoes moved from 
California, Florida and Texas points during the first three 
months of 1927, as compared with 366 during the corresponding 
months of the preceding year. Receipts of fresh tomatoes from 
the Bahamas, Cuba, Mexico and Porto Rico, during the first 
three months of this year totaled 3,619 carloads as compared 
with 2,344 during the corresponding months last year. The 
total movement in the first quarter of 1927 was 6,324 carloads 
as against 2,710 in the first quarter of 1925. The following 
table gives the detailed figures, in carloads: 


1926 


Domestic: 


lll 17 
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1,021 1,809 
3 8 
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The American Trade Commissioner in Mexico City reports 
to the Department of Commerce that the State of Sinaloa ex- 
ports annually to the American markets upwards of 2,500 car- 
loads of fresh tomatoes. The approximate weight of a carload 
of these tomatoes, packed 800 cases to the car, is 26,400 pounds. 
In the selection of tomatoes for this volume of export it is often 
necessary to reject as high as 39,600 pounds of tomatoes not 
suited to the American markets. Therefore, in order to ship 
2,500 cars of marketable tomatoes annually, approximately 99,- 
000,000 pounds of seconds must be discarded. The Trade Com- 
missioner further states that, in order to conserve a large pro- 
portion of this loss, the Mexican Department of Agriculture 
has sent a specialist to the Sinaloa market for the purpose of 
assisting in the establishment of canneries to utilize the tomatoes 
in various ways. 


Bulletin on Pork and Beans 


A revised edition of the Research Laboratory's bulletin 
“Suggestions for Canning Pork and Beans’’ has been published 
and will be mailed to all members of the Association who are 
listed as packing this product. Copies will be mailed to any 
others who may desire them, upon application to the Association. 


Cherry Investigation Ordered 


The U. S. Tariff Commission has ordered an investigation, 
under the flexible provisions of the Tariff Act, of the cost of 
production of cherries in their natural state, sulphured or in 
brine. The date of hearings will be announced later. 


New Coal-tar Dye Permitted in Food 


A new green food dye, Fast Green FCF, has been added by 
Food Inspection Decision 209 to the list of coal-tar colors that 
will be certified by the United States Department of Agriculture 
under existing certification regulations. Before recommending 
its admission to the list of permitted coal-tar food dyes, the U. 
S. Bureau of Chemistry subjected the new green color to rigid 
chemical and physiological tests to prove its purity and harmless- 
ness to health, as only dyes that are shown to be absolutely safe 
are placed on the list of colors accepted by the Government for 
certification and use in confectionery, bakery goods, beverages 
and other food products under the restrictions imposed by the 
Food and Drugs Act. 
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Government to Grade and Stamp Beef 


The grading and stamping of beef so that consumers may 
have official evidence of the quality of the meat is to begin about 
May 1 at Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Kansas City, 
St. Joseph, Omaha, and Sioux City, according to an announce- 
ment made by the Department of Agriculture. 

The stamping will be limited to two grades of beef, choice 
and prime, the grading and stamping to be done by the Govern- 
ment meat grading supervisors of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics located in the various market centers. Secretary 
Jardine announced that there is a demand for the service from 
St. Louis, St. Paul, and Cleveland, but that these markets will 
have to wait until funds are available for the work at those 
points. 

Decision to establish the service experimentally is the im- 
mediate outcome of a meeting of representatives of packers, the 
Better Beef Association, National Live Stock and Meat Board, 
and officials of the Department of Agriculture, at Chicago, 
March 17, at which the details of the plan were worked out. 
Should the experiment prove successful, the service may be ex- 
tended gradually to other grades of beef. 


The meat grading and stamping experiment will demon- 
strate the practicability of the present Government beef grade 
standards, and should the service be extended to all grades and 
established permanently as a part of the wholesale and retail 
meat business, it should stimulate meat consumption which has 
decreased in the last few years, Secretary Jardine said. 


Prices and Employment in March 


The downward trend of wholesale prices which began in 
the late summer and fall of 1926 continued through March, ac- 
cording to information collected in representative markets by 
the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The bureau's weighted 
index number, which includes 404 commodities or price series, 
registered 145.3 for March compared with 146.4 for February, 
a decline of three-fourths of 1 per cent. Compared with March, 
1926, with an index number of 151.5, there was a decrease of a 
little over 4 per cent. 


Employment in manufacturing industries increased 0.4 per 
cent in March, as compared With February, according to a pre- 
liminary report by the same Bureau, while pay-roll totals in- 
creased 1.3 per cent. The level of employment was, however, 
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2.5 per cent lower than in March, 1926, and pay-roll totals are 
1.4 per cent lower. 


British Food Regulations 


The American Trade Commissioner at London in a recent 
report quoted the London Produce Markets Review to the effect 
that on account of the guarantee of the shipper a parcel of 
canned food would pass uninspected by the customs authorities 
of the port of London, and that on account of such guarantee 
. local health officers in England would not take action against re- 
tail dealers. The Trade Commissioner's office has made further 
investigation of the subject and now reports: 

“A manufacturer’s or distributor's guarantee does not nec- 
essarily remove all liability from the retailer, as the latter may 
be prosecuted under the British Food Act. A guarantee from a 
foreign producer is without value, but it can be given by the 
wholesale dealer or other distributor resident in the United 
Kingdom. This provision is similar to that in existence in the 
United States under the Federal Food and Drugs Act. The 
English law permits action against either the retailer or the dis- 
tributor, but if the retailer can show that he exercised reason- 
able care in the purchase of the goods, that he sold the article 
in the condition as received, and that it was covered by a writ- 
ten warranty from the manufacturer or distributor, it is not 
probable that a prosecution will lie against him. 


“It also appears that a guarantee of the manufacturer will 
have no weight in preventing the customs authorities from samp- 
ling and examining shipments offered for entry. It is presumed, 
however, that products of well-known manufacturers after hav- 
ing been examined and found satisfactory will probably be 
passed for the most part without examination of each individual 
shipment.”’ 
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